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A Drin conſeientiouſy to diſcharge my duly, and : 
to be inſtrumental i in promoting the intereſts of Sun 


Day SC HOOLS, was the only motive which induced me 


10 compoſe the following . Sermon. 


1 7 was the remoleſt of my intentions ever to fend it 


to the preſs. Several of my Friends, however, obſer- 


5 ving that it was the general requeſt of the enhabitants 


of Cheſham to have an opportunity of peruſing it, and 
that it might be beneficial to the mſtuution for which 
it was original; oy preached, obvialed every objeftion F 
might have to publiſh this plain and haſty perf, OY MANCE. 
| Local circumſtances, or perhaps a perfonal intimacy 
with me, have induced many to requeſt a greater num- 
ber of copies than they would otherwiſe have done. —— 
Thoſe who were induced to fubſeribe ly the latter o- 
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iv PREFACE, 


tive are entitled to my warmeſt acknowledgments, and 


may reſt aſſured that I am not inſenſible of their at- 
tention and kindneſs. 


THAT this Sermon will circulate much beyond the 


; precintls of the foriſh in which it Was * liver ed, 18 
not 40 be expeled : + But as the exhences of printing are 
al cad y urfroyed, and a ſurplus is in hand, in one 
refprit, at leaſt, it is likely o anfuer the end for which 
1 15 offered lo the publ. . — Every encolument I may 


receive from the publication, {hall | be ſcrupulouſly paid 


to the Treafurer of our SUNDAY Scx901s, for t ine - 
55 purchaſe of Bibles and Prayeriooks therefore, wo- 155 

ever purchaſes it may conſt ider him lf as co operoling 
ill me in the fuppor of fo chr iftian an inſtitution. 


cin, Nov. 29, 1794. 


f Ola Gre. 


S ER M OM. 


. vi. 4. 


Bring them up in the Nurture and Admonition 5 the 


Lord. 


FT: occaſion on which \ we are alſembled, 48 


85 well as the words of « our text, will naturally lead 


: us to treat che preſent diſcourſe under the follow- 


ing perſuaſions: 


Firſt, Tnar the human mind lands! in abſolute 


need of cultivation. 


 Sccondh, * Tar the happineſs of mankind, and : 


: the intereſts of religion, are materially concern- 


\ 


| ed in the ſucceſs of this undertaking. 
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(2) 


Thirdh, THAT, as vice Is the naturil conſe- 


quence of 19norance, thoſe inſtitutions which tend 
to enli zuten the minds of youth, ſhould be ſup- 


_ ported by all ſincere Chriſtians. 


Tus view of the ſubject will give riſe to many 
5 important conſiderations, which it is not, at pre- 
5 ſc nt, neceſſary to anticipate. I intreat your at - 


tention, and implore a Divine blelling, on what 
ſhall be delivered. 


Tu E human mind,without inftruftion, has been f 
deſeribed under various ideas by different au- 
thors. 3 has been compared to a marble i in 
the quarry, which diſplays none of its natural 
beauties, until the hand of the poliſher has been 
induſtrious to embelliſh 3 Its ſurface, 1 in order that 
8 ery ornament, which! it is 5 capable of diſplaying, 
may readily appear to our view. — The mind has 
likewiſe been repreſented to us as a field, which 
| ſtands in abſolute need of the ſuperintendence 


of the huſbandman: as a piece of ground, which 


(8) 


muſt be cultivated, becauſe it will never produce 


a fruitful harveſt, unleſs its boſom be firit opened 


by the ploughſhare, and it be duly prepared to 


receive the good ſeed. —And laſtly, it has been 


reſembled to an ungrateful ſoil, which will yield 


nothing but briers and thorns, unleſs its nature 


be meliorated and altogether changed by the at- 


| tention and diligence of the proprietor. 


Tux more we reflect upon this ſubject, the more 


we ſhall be perſuaded of the juſtneſs of theſe com 


pariſons: becauſe, as we entered into the world 


uninſtructed and i ignorant of every thing 
care be taken to cultivate and inform our W 
we muſt expect to depart out of the world as ig- 


norant and as uninftruted as we came into it. 


| Beſides, when we e conſider the proneneſs of our 


nature to whatever | is evil, we may have reaſon 


to expett, and to apprehend the worſt of conſe- 


quences, unleſs ſome expedient has been thought 


of, in the early part of our lives, to correct what- 


Bij 


g. _ unleſs 


E 
ever may be vicious in our thoughts, our words, 


and our actions. 


In our earlieſt infancy, we manifeſt an incli- 


nation —a ſtrong propenſity to deviate from 


what we know to be right, in order to do that 

which i is wrong. But the man whole mind has 
: been cultivated, and is fully acquainted. with 
what i is required of him by his Creator, as well 
as by his fellow-creatures, will always be more : 
deſirous of acquitting himſelf faithfully, i in what- 
ever firuation i it may have pleaſed Divine Provi- 
dence to call him —he promiſes fairer to be- 
come a reſpectable and uſeful member of ſocie- 
ty, than he whole 1 ignorance occaſions him fre- 
quently to be guilty of thoſe crimes which are | 
injurious to himſelf and to mankind in general: 
becauſe the knowledge of our duty i is the moſt 
likely means to lead us to the praftice of it; and 


the diſcharge of our duty 1 is certain of promoting : 


the peace and happineſs of ſociety. 


* 


5 whatever i Is reprehenlible i in the conduct and dif- 


* 


413 


Bor, moreover, we know that the riſing gene- 


ration muſt ſhortly be called to enter into that 
a ſociety in which we have n begun to live: : 
16 therefore, we afted merely upon ſelfiſh and in- 
tereſted motives; if we had only our own u preſer- 
vation in view; we ſhould endeavour to inform 


the minds of youth, and to teach them how they 


may diſcharge thoſe relative duties, which are in- 


diſpenſable between man and man, and vithout 


which the peace of ſociety muſt always be dif- 


turbed.— If, then, we had merely the tempo- 


ral welfare of ſociety at heart, we ought readily 


to encourage thoſe inſtitutions which, with the 


bleſſing of God, may operate as a corrective of 


poſitions of youth; and which are intended as 


inducements to the practice of whatever 3 is right 


and praiſeworthy. 


Bur, laying aſide all temporal and worldly 
confiderations; when we rellect chat youth 


are entering into a ſcene where they will CCr- 
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(6) 


tainly have many temptations to encounter, 


which will put their innocence and faithfulneſs 
to the trial; we ſhould rejoice in every opportu- 
nity we may have of warning them againſt ſuch 
temptations to evil. . ben we conſider them 
as placed i in this world in a ſtate on probation, 
Preparatory to a more perfect ge in 
world to come; ſurely our hearts will not heſitate 
one moment to furniſh them with every aſſiſtance 
to give them every inſtrudtion in our power 
how they may hereafter appear before their Mak- 
er with confidence and joy. * mort, when 
we conſider them as accountable to the Judge of 
all che earth i for every aQtion of their lives; and 
when we rellect that they are beings created for 
immortality—for endleſs happineſs or miſery ; 
we ſhall then be actuated by motives correſpond- 
ing to the nature and importance of their ſouls; 

we mall then be convinced of the indiſpenſable 
neceſſity, which i is laid upon us all, to attend to 
the lalutary precept contained i in the text, “ 40 


00 bring blen up in the nurture and admonition of the 
& Lord, 


3 


From the foregoing conſiderations, it is evi- 


dent chat the formation of the mind is of the ut- 


moſt importance: and that, not only the intereſts 


of religion, but likewiſe the welfare of ſociety 


in general, ſhould induce every one to lay that 


foundation—to inſtil thoſe principles, and to : 


cultivate thoſe diſpoſitions in the minds of youth, 


which may hereafter be turned to our, as well 


as to their own, advantage. We ſhould neglect 


no favourable opportunity, which Divine Provi- 


dence may put in our power, to teach them how 


; they may gain the approbation and eſteem of all oy 
: good men, by the diſcharge of every relative du- g 
ty; and conciliate to themſelves the favour and 
protection of the Almighty, who has promiſed 
the crown of glory and everlaſting happiness, 
- through the merits of our Redeemer, to ſuch 8 


only who perſevere in the obſervation of his , 


commandments unto the end of their lives, 


Bor, how are theſe defirable ends to be at- 


tained, unleſs children are taught, from their 


9 
("83 

carlieſt infancy, how they are to regulate their 
conduct, to become reſpectable in this world, 

and everlaſtingly happy in the next? Can we 
reaſonably look forward in expeRtation of * | 
: fruitful harveſt, where no good ſeed has ever 
been ſown? Or, can we ſuppoſe that they are 
training up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, when they : are ſuffered to remain in a 
total i ignoranee of their duty towards God, their 
neighbour, and themſelves? And if they are 1g- 
norant through our own negligence, we are to 
: conſider ourſelves as culpable whenever the 

| laws of God and man are infringed by them, or 


v violated. 


Bur, how ſhall they attain to a perfect infor- 
mation reſpecting the things which belong to 
their peace, both preſent and future, unleſs they 
are enabled to examine for themſelves whether 
: the will of God is really ſuch, as it is repreſent- 
ed to them? And how can they poſlibly exa- 


mine for themſelves, unleſs they are taught 9 


4-9 
read the Holy Scriptures in the vulgar tongue? 
-Itin 1 hope, unneceſſary, and it would ex · 
ceed the uſual length of our exhortations from | 
the pulpit, were I to repeat what was ſaid laſt 
Sunday, reſpeQing the indiſpenſable obligation | 
we are all under to ſearch the Sacred Writings 


for ourſelves. But let us recollett, that arguments 


5 equally as convincing and forcible might be ad- 


| duced to prove that it is our bounden duty to 
encourage the knowledge of chat! in others, which 
is confeſſedly ſo important and momentous for 
| us to be acquainted with. And if we are deſir- 
| ous to be conſidered by our Creator as Chriſ- 
tians, not in name only, but in deed and! in truth, 
we ſhould recollect that 1 it is incumbent upon the 
diſciples of Chriſt, ro LOVE THEIR NEIGHBOUR | 


As THEMSELVES. 


Every one preſent, even the moſt uninform- 
ed, muſt, 1 bope, perceive the object towards 
which 1 have been endeavouring to direct your 
attention; namely, the encouragement and ſup: 


C 


3 
port of Sun DAV Seuoors.— They a are, indeed, 
& worth iy the utmoſt exertion of human benevolence,” 
and deſerving & every degree of cultivation which. 
ON Our aflivily and diſcretion can emp. —Were 
they intended to inſtruet youth in any worldly 
ſcience, it might be objected that this would be 
giving them ideas beyond their ſphere, and like- 
ly to render them unhappy in that {tate of life 
in which it had pleaſed Divine Providence to 
place them. But this i 18 not the cale; they are 
inſtructed | in that, and that only, wich it highly 


: concerns every perſon to know Tic Revelation 


of the Will o of Almighty God to Mon. 


Trey are carly rained up to adit che Sab- 
155 bath, which God has commanded us to keep 
holy; and in which be expects that maſters and 
ſervants, bond or free, ſhall reſt from all world- 


ly occupations, both of body and mind. 


Turzy are, moreover, accuſtomed to frequent 


the houſe of God, Were to acknowledge all his 


6 
mercies towards the children of men, and to 


learn, ſrom the meditation and preaching of his 


Holy Word, what they mult do in this life, in 


order to be admitted into the preſe nce of God, 


and to be everlaſlin, oly happy in che next. 


| through the merits of . Chriſt | Jeſus our "Ba. 


viour. 


In our Sunday Schools, children are only 


taught to read the Holy Scripiures, by which 


they may become wiſe unto ſalvation, ES, Wret. 
ec ing and arithmaic,” however uſeful in them- 
+ ſelves, 6 cem objects of too temporal a nature 0 in 
0 terfere with the Sabbath, and would take ub too 
& much of that precious time, which is all devoted to 


& the knowledge of moral and religious dutics,” 


% THz children are required to come clean in their 


« perſons and clothes, at early hours to ſchool. Tley 


66 are expetled to attend Divine Service,” with the u. 


6 moſt regularity of behaviour. Severity and corpo- 
& ral hun jame ni are, as much as bali, avoided; 


£4 
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E 
ee © for it is one of the principles of theſe eftabſhments 
& to gain the affeftions of children, and inſluence them 


25 « by the beauty of holrmefs and virtue, rather than : 


L « alarm their tender mind from its duty, 'y umeceſſe 
& 54d mmpreſſuons of terror.” 


Vr in the groſſer afls of foraring and Ning; 
9 andi in coſe of frequent abſence from divine ſervice 
or ſchool, the teachers are directed to fate the evil 
h 6 tendancy of fuch condutt ; and if, after repeated 
6 monition, reformation does not follow,” the teachers 
are e xpreſsly ordered to complain to the viſiters, 
who ſuperintend every Sunday, by whoſe report 
to the committee, the offending children are re- 
proved, or even excluded from the ſchool, to 
preſerve the reſt from being e by che 


bad example of their companions.— 


Faou the firſt admiſſion of children i into theſe | 
ſchools, rewards are promiſed to thoſe who ſhall : 
| be reg alar in their attendance, and induſtrious 


in learning io read —Theſe Trevieds are given 


OD 

At every quarterly mecting, to thoſe who have 
made a ſufficient proficiency, whenever it is 
deemed expedient that they ſhould be honour- 
ably diſmiſſed from the ſchool. 


| CniipreN are then ſuffered to make their ap- 
| pearance in the world with two of the beſt af. 
ſiſtants that can be thought of to preſerve them 
; from evil the one is intended to ſhelter their 
bodies from the inclemency of the ſeaſons; the 
other, to guard them againſt error, to arm them 
againſt the allurements and temptations to fin, to 
encourage them to the praflice of virtue and ho- 
lineſs, and to teach them how they may attain 
to immortality and glory i ina world to come 
: I mean, they are all preſented, if intitled to it by 
n good conduct, with a decent ſuit of clothes and 


* Bible i in their hands“ ; 


0 However well meant my obſervations might bs, reſ- 
pekting the rewards given at theſe quarterly meetings, 


it is incumbent on me to confeſs that L was mi{inform- 


—— p ́ꝗ ñE 


E 
Tuis, my brethren, is by no mcans an exag- 
gerated, but, in the plaineſt language, a faithful 


account of the priaciples upon which our Sun- 


day Schools are founded. And - whas an ani- 
& i mating moliue have we not lo proce 2d int hour 
« of love! For while we plant and aer the h co 


60 ſeed; of pious and moral condutt we HAY reaſonably 


44. — It; is tr ue that the ſablciibers who place the chil: 


dren i in our Sunday Schools, frequently add as much to 


; the munificence of the ſociety as they think the chil- 
dren deſerving of it. —But the reward promiſed to thoſe 


who ſhall be honourably diſmiſſed, conſiſts only of a 


round frock and a hat to the boys, and a gown to the 
* ; 


girls. 


The Bibles have, hitherto, been preſented to the 18. 


ciety through the medium of a. Gentleman, who never 
ſeems more happy than when he has an opportunity of 
countenancing whatever tends to promote the happineſs 
of his fellow-creatures, — His unremitted attention to 


the ſucceſs of this inſtitution, and his kind ſervices as © 


treaſurer, will ever be remembered with gratitude by e- 5 


very inhabitant of this pariſh, 


C19] 


& expert that God will give the increaſe of preſent and 
6 future happimeſs*,” While we are attentive to 


bring up children in the fear and admonition of 


the Lord; while we train them up in the way 
that they ſhould go; we have the aſſurance, chat, 
g throug h the bleſſing of God, when they advance 


in year:, they will not depart from them. 


I exoczxD to conſider ſome of the evils which 


Sunday Schools are calculated to prevent, and 
the ſalutary effects which they are likely to pro- 


duce on the morals of thoſe young perſons who 


are inſtructed in them 


Tur moſt aſſuredly bid the faireſt of any 


other human inſtitution, to bring the fulfilment 
of our daily ſupplications to the Throne of 


Grace; namely, That the will of God may be 


"4 1 am n indebted to a Sermon o on 1 Cor. iii. i. 7,8, 9. by 


the Rev. Richard Kaye, LL. D. for the ſentiments which : 


are acknowledged above as quotations. 
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( 6 ) 
done by men on earth, as it is by angels and 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, in heaven. 
bey tend to remove ignorance, and to 
ſpread far and near the knowledge of the Golf- 
pel: diſpenſation. —They are a check to immo 
5 rality and wickedneſs he: inſtruction which 
they impart is che moſt likely to confirm men in 
the practice of their duty, and to render them 
conformable to the image of God. Sunday 
Schools not only promote the happineſs of the 
poor themſelves, but of mankind i in general; be- 
cauſe, from the reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
which! is chieſly encouraged in them, men muſt 
learn that they ſhould be induſtrious, frugal, and 
temperate ; . cheſe duties they will put into prac- 
tice the more readily when they are aſſured 
that a contrary conduct would be the certain 
forerunner of poyerty—of preſent and future 


ruin. 6 


Ii is from: a want af « proper ſenſe of religion, 


early impreſſed on i the mind, that we ſee ſo ma- 


1 


ny perſons profaning the Sabbath, and ſpending 


the little they have ſaved during the week in 


places, the very opening of which on the Sunday 


is a certain mark of the Iukew armneſs and indif- 


ference of men in general reſpetting the: things 


which belong 1 to their peace. 


Ir religion were more general than it is, we 
ſhould not behold ſo many of the lower orders 
of people depriving their families, by their in- 

eiaperance and frequent intoxications, of what 


oo have a right to expekt for their tubbit- 


ence. 


Ix the Sunday were more religiouſly obſerv- 


ed, as it would prevent many from ſpending the 
emoluments of their weekly labour, it would 
preſerve their families from poverty and want. 
Anda ſcrupulous attendance on divine worſhip 
would keep the maſter and ſupport of every fami- 
| ly from thoſe companions who have occalioned 


the ruin of many. —If Sunday were more reli- 


, D 


— 22 


(8) 
giouſſy obſerved than it is, I maintain that it 
would not only preſerve many from want aud 
ruin, but the community at large would be 
greatly relieved from a W which becomes 5 
daily more heavy, namely. The exceſſive foor rates. 

— And it 18 to the bre ach of the Sabbath, and 
to che want of che fear of God early impretſed 
on their minds, chat many malefactors are com- 
, pelied to attribute, and o lament che bringing | 
the grey hairs of their parents with ſorrow to the 


grave, by an untimely death. 


Wuar then is ſo likely, my brethren, to pre- 
vent the evils, and to be productive of the ſalu- 


i tary effects we have juſt mentioned, as religious 5 


inſtruction? 


1 wisn to perſuade myſelf that we are all con- 
vinced of the advantages reſulting from the 1 in- = 
Ritution. of Sunday Schools — And 1 charita- 


bly hope chat we are all Cell to ſupport ; 
them, _— 4 


6 
| Ar whatever place of diverſion we may have 
| thought proper to be preſent, certain I am that 
no worldly entertainment could be produttive 
of ſenſations comparable to thoſe which every 
fincere Chriſtian muſt feel, when he caſts his 
eye towards that gallery, — Behold there, andi in 
other paris of this church, upwards of two hun- 
dred of your! fellow: creatures! Through! igno- | 
rance they, very lately, ſeemed as firebrands 
doomed. to deflrufiivn s but now. they are 
taught to hunger and thirſt after the knowledge | 
EN of Chriſt our Saviour, and to ſtand as candidates 
for che happineſs which God reſerves for his 
: faithful ſervants i in a world to come. — Behold 
them daily reſcued from darkneſs and the a- 
dow of death; and learning from the Sacred 
Scriptures What they muſt do to be ſaved.— 
Inſtead of . the Sabbath, which Got 


y 
= The poor children inſtructed at the ſame time in the 


different Sunday Schools of Cheſham, : amount from "_ 


” 250. 


D ij 


has commanded us to ſanctity, behold them 
coming in the moſt orderly manner, to worlhip 
the: ir Creator in the beauty of bolineſs. —They 
w ere formerly wandering about, as ſheep having 
no ſhepherd, but they now bid fair to be 
| brought o the Shepherd. and Biſh 0p of our 


fouls. 


Ir is ſuch a Gght as ; muſt g cive the bighef de- 
0 light + to every Chriſtian; and we may reſt aſſured 
| that our Saviour himſelf would have looked up- 
| on the objects of this inſlitution with compla- 
cency; for he always kignified his good will o- | 
wards children, and declared that of ſuch i is the | 


kingdom of heav en. 


Bur let us, for a moment, ſuppoſe that theſe 
children were abſent from this temple; what an 
alteration would it not make in a populous 
5 town like this, if they were permitted to Wane 

der about our ſtreets on \ the Sunday? Would it 


not greatly wound our feelings is hens them 


8 
take God $ holy name in vain, curſing and ſwear 
ing, enever we went to, or returned rom, 
public worſhip? Would it not be a matter of 
the greateſt lamentation and concern to ſec chat 
the riſing generation were ſo prone to protane 
the Sabbath, which we had been endeavouring 
to ſanktify, and to conſider as Our delight? I am 
| perſuaded it would. + Ab is, therefore, to counter- 
act the progrels ol immorality i in youth, that theſe 
ſchools are countenanced, and liberally ſupport- 
: ed by all ſincere Chriſtians. And Iam happy t. to 


learn, from very reſpettable perſons, that i in ma- 


255 ny inſtances they have produced the deſired ef. 


ect in this town: that they have evidently been 
attended with Divine bleſſing; that the altera- 
tion is very diſtinguiſhable; that the Lord's day 
Is obſerved more ſolemnly; and chat, lince the 
eſtabliſhment of theſe ſchools, Cheſham | is not 


like the ſame place it was before! — 


Tr is certainly a an inſtitution which will do 


immortal honour to the name of him who firſt 


E 


thought of it“. It is a deſign worthy of all ſin- 
cere Chriſtians to engage in; and, we are hap- 
py to obſerve that they forget other petty diffe- 
rences, and non: eſſentials in reli gion, to engage 
in ſo uſeful an undertaking. It is an inſtitution 
| breathing the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, which, 
alter the example of its author, diffuſes the light | 


of the oa . — the poor. | 


Tur countenance and ſupport i it has met with 


in this pariſh, deſerve, likewiſe, to be mention- 


tioned 3 in the higheſt terms — This ſpeaks great- 


ly i in favour of thoſe perſons feelings and chrif- 
tian diſpoſition, who have encouraged them, 
and been indefatigable in their exertions to . 
make them anſwer our moſt ſanguine expefta- 
| ons Indeed, the inhabitants in general of 3 
this place, are not backward or wanting; but, 
on the comrary, they are very liberal to ſup- ; 


port whatever is praiſeworthy and good — More 


* Mr Raikes, of Glouceſter, 


e 
inſtances than one might be adduced to clear 
me of adulation, which would bear teltinouy of 


the truth of the preceding obſervation. 


80 on, then, my Chriſtian brethren, proceed 
with the fame diligence and zeal j in your labours 
of love.  Shew the ſincerity of your faith in 
God, by your good will and beneſicencę to- 


1 wards the children of men. 


Youn munificence, on this occaſion i in parti- 
cular, will be more than repaid, when you hear 


that fuch and ſuch children, who. a bt tle time 


back 1 not know even the letters af; our alpha · 8 


bet, ere now able to read the Holy Scriptures, : 
The pleaſure you ſhall receive in ſo doing, 
might be a ſufficient reward; yet God has pre- 
pared a far greater recompence, in another 
world, for thoſe who ſhall have perſevered in 
well doing unio the end of their lives — And | 
what ſatisfaction muſt it give to every perſon, 


who f is not unſuſceptible of feeling, when he re- 


au 


fledts that he is inſtrumental in the carrying on 


of ſo uſeful, ſo chriſtian an inſtitution!! 


Ler every one vive according as be purpoſ- 


eth i in his heart: but remember, that, if we ex · 
hort you to make to yourlelves friends of the | 
mammon of unrightcoulneſs, it is the arthelt of 
our intentions to induce you LO injur. your fa | 
milics, by doing ſervice unto others. _—If you 
have but a litule to {pare, we alk arg little, 
aud nothing mor CH et you are not to give | 
grudgingly, as s of neceſſity, but with cheerſul- | 
neſs, as unto the Lord, tor God loveth. a cheer- 


fal giver. _— ; 


Lex not, however, the ſmallneſs of the ſum, 


| which circumſtances may forbid you to make 7 
greater, diſcourage you. However ſmall your 
donation may be, it ſhall be received with gra- 
titude, as a certain ſign chat an inſtitution ſo 
beneficial to ſociety and to religion, as Sunday ; 


| Schools certainly are, meets with univerſal ap- 


9 

probation and ſupport. God regards not ſo 
much the action itlell, as the ſincerity of the 
motive with which it is done. He accepts the 
widow' s mite as favourably as he does the con- 

tributions of the rich who give of their abun- 

dance. And we know chat even a drop of wa- 
ter, given with a ſincere intention of relieving 
a member of Chriſt, WI ll not loſe its reward in 
the day of the reſurrefion of the juſt. But that 
5 our Saviour W. in ſay unto F 'S ſervants, 66 In as 


5 much as ye Were 111 l. amental in relieving the 


TY indigent, i in comſerting the alifted, i in clothing 


the naked, and in 3..ttrut Aing the ignorant, 1 
conſider it as if gone unto myſelf; enter ye, 


therefore into the Joy of your Lord*, 


0 As many well- intentioned perſons have laid great 
ſtreſs on acts of n. unificance, and conſidered hem as me- 
| Titor ous in the light of God; i in conſequence of an aller» 
tion of St. Peter, that * Charity covereth a multitude of 

© fins,” * 1t may not be improper to appriſe the | reader, 
| that it was the fartheſt of my intentions to confirm the 


E 


( 26 ) 


I $#ALL only add this fervent prayer to the 


Almighty Supplicating him, that he wy in- 


a congregation, to which this Sermon was 5 preached, i in an 
opinion which certainly i is erroneous, and was never in- 
” tended to have been conſidered i in this ſenſe by the A- 
5 poſtle.— It evidently alludes to an ancient adage, that 
% Hatred ſtirreth up ſtrifes; but love covereth all fag,” 
. It is, therefore, to be underſtood rather of a concealment | 
of the faults of our neighbour from the knowledge of 
men, than of a remiſſion of our own ſins in the ſight of : 
God. — By charity, in this place, St. | Peter meant to con- 


vey the idea of unfeignedlove of the brethren, of which 


he had been ſpeaking i in Chap. 24s 22. of the ſame Epiſ- 


as He wiſhed that his followers might not only con- = 
| ceal, but likewiſe forgive the faults of others, becauſe 
knew that none could be conſidered as a diſciple of 
0 Chriſt unleſs his heart glowed with the ſame univerſal 


benevolence towards mankind which nis Lord poſſeſſed 5 


in ſo eminent a degree. Hence he propoſes the conduct 


of our Saviour for our imitation, who, out of charity and 


love for us, always returned good for ev il, and when he 
Was reviled, reviled not again, but, with his laſt breath, 


prayed for the forgiveneſs of his murderers, 


( #7 ) 


fluence all our hearts to ſupport an inſtitution, 


which ſo evidently contributes to the welfare of 


Of this heavenly dif poſition St, Paul ſpeaks through- 
out the thirteenth Chapterof his firſt Epiſtle t to the Cor- 
rinthians, Heb. RXiii. 1, 2, gl. and in various parts of -- 
his writings. + st. Peter might likewiſe exhort his 

followers to charity, love, concealment and forgiveneſs 
of injuries, becauſe he knew that we are commanded to 
pray for the forgiveneſs of our fins only in asmuch as we 
i forgive men their treſpaſſes againſt us, — But he certain- 
: ly never meant to inculcate that charitable actions are, 
in the abſtract, lo meritorious in che Eght of God asalone 
to be ſufficient to our juſtification and acceptance ; be- 


cauſe they muſt neceſſarily be accompanied with the i im- 7 


. perfections of our fallen nature, Beſides, wh exa- 


mines his own heart,andattentively reads the Holy Scrip- 
: tures, muſt be convinced that man, as a ſinner, ſtands i in 
2 need of forgiveneſs; and, therefore, cannot be intitled 
to the favour of Ged, or merit any reward, but through 
the merits of our bleſſed Saviour, —And St, Peter him- 
ſelf aſſures us that 4 we were not redeemed with up- 


5 tible things, as flver « or r gold, but with the precious 
« blood of Chriſt,” 5 


( 28 ) 


Society 3 which redounds ſo much to the botous 


of the religion in which we profeſs to believe; 


and to the glory of God, whom we come here 


to adore, — 
o ador, 25 ane 75 TIS; N C 
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